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Identification 

• Why is it important? 

– Preferred body temperature 

– Therapies 

– Husbandry 

– Proper nutrition 



Identification 

• Common Species 

– Red and Western Grey Kangaroos 

– Brush-tailed Possum 

– Bandicoot/Quenda 

 



Identification 

• Red Kangaroo  
– Macropus rufus 

 

• Western Grey Kangaroo 
– Macropus fuliginosus 

 

• Common Wallaroo 
– Macropus robustus 

– The Euro is one of four subspecies 

 





Identification 

• Brush-tailed Possum 

– Trichosurus vulpecula 



Identification 

• Bandicoot/Quenda 

– Southern Brown Bandicoot 

– Isoodon obesulus 



Common Presentations 

• Road victims 

• Dog/Cat victims 

• Bush fire victims 

• ά5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘέ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 

• Poisonings 



Common Presentations 

• First Aid 
– Brief Visual Examination 

• Minimal handling 
• Apply bandage only if profusely bleeding 

– Warmth 
• Heated wheat bags, hot water bottles, instant hand warmers, warmed towels 
• 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǘ 

– Minimize visual stimulus 
• Box, pillow case, covered cat carrier 

– Do NOT FEED!!! 
– Do NOT syringe water!!! 

• Unless trained to do so 
• If animal is conscious, offer water from shallow dish 

 
• Remember STRESS kills!!!! 

 

 



First Aid 

• Warmth 
– Average body temperature: 35.5C 
– May require active cooling or 

heating 
 

• Fluids 
– IŀǊǘƳŀƴƴΩǎ ƻǊ лΦф҈ {ŀƭƛƴŜ 
– Warmed 
– Shock rates  

• Variable 
• SC: 3 ς 5% BW 
• IV: 10mL/kg/hr 

– Assess every 15min, until heart rate 
starts to decrease 

– Reduce to 5mL/kg/hr for ongoing 
rehydration 

 
 



First Aid 

• Pain Relief 

– Meloxicam: 0.2mg/kg PO, SC q24hrs 

– Tramadol: 2 ς 4mg/kg PO, SC, IM q8-24hrs 

– Buprenorphine: 0.01 ς 0.03mg/kg SC, IM, 
Transmucosally q8-12hrs 

– Methadone: 0.1 ς 0.3mg/kg SC, IM q12hrs 

 



First Aid 

• Antibiotics 

– Enrofloxacin: 5 ς 10mg/kg PO, SC, IM q24hrs 

• Can cause tissue necrosis with multiple injections 

– Trimethoprim/Sulfa: 15mg/kg PO, IM q12hrs 



Common Presentations 

• Road victims 

– All mammals are vulnerable 

– Common presentation: 

• Fractures 
– Not using leg(s) normally 

– Swelling over long bones or joints 

• Head injuries 
– Obtund (dull, depressed) 

– Neurological abnormalities 

– Bleeding from ears, nose or eyes 



Common Presentations 

• Dog/Cat victims 
– All mammals are 

vulnerable 

– Common presentation: 
• Puncture type wounds 

– Chest 

– Head 

– Tail 

• Exposed abdominal 
cavity 

• Body parts missing 



Common Presentations 

• Poisonings 
– Most carnivorous or 

omnivorous mammals are 
vulnerable 

– Rodenticide toxicity most 
common 

– Common Presentation: 
• Public has seen animal consume 

product 

• Bleeding 

• Abnormal behaviour 



Gastrointestinal Tract 

• Diarrhoea 
–  Nutritional 

• Commonly seen in hand-ǊŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƧƻŜȅΩǎ 
• Often due to inappropriate diet for current life stage 
• Often associated with: 

– Weight loss  
– Dehydration 
– Malaise 
– Decreased food intake or anorexia 
– Ptylism 
– Bruxism 
– Decreased or Increased gut sounds 
– Elevated heart rate 

 

 



Gastrointestinal Tract 

• Diarrhoea 
– Nutritional 

• Treatment cont: 
– Ultrasound 
– Ensure joey is on appropriate formula for 

Age Factor 
– Ensure joey is receiving appropriate fibre 

for Age Factor 
– Start probiotic 
– Start Herbivore Critta Care 
– Pain relief: 

» Tramadol 
» Meloxicam 
» Buprenorphine 

– Antibiotics: 
» Enrofloxacin ς care with young 

growing animals 
» Trimethoprim/Sulfa  

– Monitor oral cavity and faecal smear for 
Candida 

 





Gastrointestinal Tract 

• Diarrhoea 

– Coccidia 

• All mammals can be vulnerable 

• Faecal evaluation 
– Wet Prep 

• Treatment 
– Toltrazuril 

» Kangaroos: 25mg/kg PO repeat in 1 week 

» Possums and Quendas: 2.5mg/kg q24hrs for three days 

– Plasma transfusion in kangaroos 

» Dose: 10mL/kg slow IV infusion 

» Prevention and treatment 



Gastrointestinal Tract 

• Diarrhoea 

– Monitor oral cavity and faecal smear for Candida 

• In all cases of diarrhoea or any marsupial receiving 
course of antibiotics  

– Very common in systemically unwell macropods 

– Treatment 

• Nystatin: 5,000 ς 10,000IU/kg PO q8hrs for 3 ς 5 days 



Gastrointestinal Tract 

• Rodenticide Toxicity 
– Diagnosed  

• Animal seen eating the product 

• Clinical signs 
– Bleeding from orifices 

– Bleeding into body cavities 

– Neurological (bleeding in brain) 

• Prolonged clotting times 

– Treatment 
• Oral Vitamin K: 2.5 ς 5mg/kg divided daily for 4 weeks 

– Give with a fatty meal 



Musculoskeletal 

• Myopathy 
– Mostly seen in macropods 

– Stress and small enclosures often predispose 
them 

– Capture myopathy  
• If chased or poorly restrained 

– Nutritional myopathy 
• Vitamin E deficiency 

– Transport myopathy 
• Stress, poor handling, poor restraint 



Take Home Message 

• Prevention is far better than the Cure!! 

• Husbandry and Hygiene are essential! 

• Stress is the root of all evil! 

• Poo can rule your life! 



Questions??? 


